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What is copyright? OF INNOVATION.

Copyright is a property right which exists
automatically on creation of certain works.
There is no requirement to register copyright in
New Zealand. Copyright can be used to prevent
one party from copying the work of another.

It applies to musical, dramatic, artistic and
literary works (including models, sculptures,
drawings, plans, songs, computer software and
written material such as books, manuals and
advertising brochures). It is not so well known
that copyright also applies to the design of a
product.

The primary focus of this guide is on the
protection of innovation: consequently the
subject of copyright in works such as
photographs, literary works, music and films
falls outside its scope. It is however a topicin
which the professional staff at James & Wells
have specialist knowledge.

If you require further information about
copyright in other works such as software,
photographs, text or logos, then please contact
us directly.
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